THE   HISTORT   OF  SPIRITUALISM

the last. With every trough the spectator has thought
that the waves had ended, and then the great new
billow gathered. The time between the leaving of
Mrs. Hayden in 1853 until the advent of D. D. Home
in 1855 represents the first lull in England. Super-
ficial critics thought it was the end. But in a thousand
homes throughout the land experiments were being
carried on; many who had lost all faith in the things
of the spirit, in what was perhaps the deadest and most
material age in the world's history, had begun to exam-
ine the evidence and to understand with relief or with
awe that the age of faith was passing and that the age
of knowledge, which St. Peter has said to be better,
was at hand. Devout students of the Scriptures
remember the words of their Master: " I have yet
many things to say unto you, but ye cannot bear
them now," and wondered whether these strange
stirrings of outside forces might not be part of that
new knowledge which had been promised.

Whilst Mrs. Hayden had thus planted the first
seeds in London, a second train of events had brought
spiritual phenomena under the notice of the people of
Yorkshire. This was due to a visit of a Mr. David
Richmond, an American Shaker, to the town of
Keighley, when he called upon Mr. David Weather-
head and interested him in the new development.
Table manifestations were obtained and local mediums
discovered, so that a flourishing centre was built up
which still exists. From Yorkshire the movement
spread over Lancashire, and it is an interesting link
with the past that Mr. Wolstenholme, of Blackburn,
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